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CLOSE OF SESSION 
Complimentary Remarks 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.54 pm]:  I intended to move a vote of appreciation 
but that was only by way of introducing the subject.  I indicate my appreciation and extend the House’s greetings 
to members and staff.  I thank all members for their cooperation and participation in what has been a very 
productive and rewarding year in the operation of the House.  I apologise to any honourable member who felt he 
or she did not get adequate consultation; that is something we will need to look at to improve the process.  
Notwithstanding the Government’s view of the sessional order, its adoption has modernised the operation of the 
Chamber and it has also vastly improved the capacity of the House to consider both official and non-official 
business.  While the Government gets a clear advantage from the adoption of the sessional order - it would not be 
involved in it unless it did - I have always been very keen to ensure that non-government parties have certainty 
about their capacity to bring business on.  That is very important.  There is nothing worse for private members 
than to feel as though the system itself marginalises them and that they do not get a reasonable opportunity to 
introduce legislation, to make sure that legislation can be debated, and to raise points at a time when it is pertinent 
for them to raise those points.  If nothing else, the sessional order has provided a tremendous degree of certainty 
for private members to be able to do those things, and that is the very essence of what a Parliament is about.  As a 
result of the adoption of the order, in part at least it has been a reason for business progressing well in the House 
this year.  That is not the only part.  I would be the first to acknowledge that there has been a spirit of cooperation 
and goodwill in the House this year that is without precedent.  There has been a genuinely expressed view of all 
parties in the House - amongst the Government and the official Opposition in particular - that we have a job to do, 
we will get on and do it, and we will treat each other reasonably and fairly in that process.  Of course there are 
times of tension, but those times are able to be addressed.  We can make sure that we minimise those times of 
tension, and I think we have done so, although we still have improvements to make. 

Hon Norman Moore:  They could be completely wiped off the face of the political spectrum if you wished to do 
something. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Indeed.  I think the Leader of the Opposition would agree, informally, that we have gone 
part of the way. 

In moving for the readoption of the sessional order, I anticipated that the House would be able to continue to utilise 
the opportunities that it has presented to all parties this year.  Members would also be aware that next year there 
will be a special sitting on 28 July to mark the centenary of Parliament House.  With the renovations to the north 
side of the building pretty well completed, it will be pleasing to see the people’s House in a condition fit to celebrate 
the site of our democracy.   

I also announce to members, subject to proclamation, that the Legislative Council will sit in Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
on 28 and 29 September next year to mark the celebration of the State’s 175th anniversary.  I hope that this regional 
sitting will afford an opportunity for the citizens of Kalgoorlie-Boulder to see the Parliament at work in their own 
region. 

Mr President, I thank you for your efforts this year.  Once again, you have steered the House, in your skilful and 
inimitable way, through a period of change with profit and dignity.  Thank you. 

The Chairman of Committees, Hon George Cash, has also had a demanding year with the usual rush of difficult 
legislation and, as always, he has facilitated the committee stages of deliberations with enormous skill.  I 
sometimes stand in awe of the way Hon George Cash is able to see ahead of the rest of us on how a piece of 
legislation is unfolding in that crucial committee stage.  I am sure all members of the House are thankful for his 
skill, guidance and support in that role.  

My thanks also to the deputy chairs of committees for their assistance in the management of the business of the 
House.  They are called on at all times of the day and night to perform their difficult and challenging functions.  
All of them have done so unstintingly and with great skill.  

I express my appreciation to my ministerial colleagues, Hon Tom Stephens and Hon Nick Griffiths.  Their support 
and advice has enabled me to keep plugging on through the year.  Each of them, Hon Nick Griffiths in particular, 
has been required to carry a significant legislative load.  A huge burden of legislation falls on him and I am very 
grateful for the way he carries that out.  

The parliamentary secretaries, including our most recently appointed parliamentary secretary, Hon Sue Ellery, are 
fast becoming adept in their responsibilities in the Chamber.  Some handle more legislation than I do.  I thank 
them for their support and assistance throughout the year.  If only Hon Ken Travers would stop casting aspersions 
on Hon Graham Giffard’s capacity to legislate!  That was not in the speech, I am sorry.  
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I am pleased to say that Hon Ed Dermer has kept his title as our redoubtable Whip, with able assistance from Hon 
Kate Doust, with their usual great skill and compassion.  I also thank all members on this side of the House for 
their patient support and contributions during what has been a demanding but worthwhile year for the Government.   

My regards, best wishes and thanks to the Liberal Party, particularly the Leader of the Opposition, for his 
understanding and empathy throughout the year.  The Leader of the Opposition understands only too well the 
rigours of being the Leader of the House.  I thank him for being able to understand the role I try to acquit as Leader 
of the House and the difficulties that are sometimes faced in that role.  
I thank the Greens (WA), who have made a notable contribution to the Chamber this year.  I hope and trust that 
they will continue to deal with the Government with the forbearance they have previously demonstrated.  My 
warm regards to the leader of the National Party.  I hope Hon Murray Criddle will be pleased by what seems to be 
a bountiful harvest in our grain belt this year, and I think there will be more good news on the agricultural front in 
the next couple of days.  My thanks as always to that breath of fresh air, the members of the One Nation Party for 
the active representation they provide for their constituents.  Thanks also to Hon Paddy Embry, our only 
Independent member of this House.  
Very importantly, I express my appreciation and that of my fellow members of this House for the guidance and 
advice that is provided by the Clerk of the Legislative Council and the Clerk of the Parliaments, Mr Laurie 
Marquet.  Thank you very much.  I also acknowledge the work of the Clerks Assistants, Mia Betjeman, Nigel Pratt 
and Malcolm Peacock, who also assists as Usher of the Black Rod and must wear funny pants from time to time.   
Hon Peter Foss:  Hear, hear!  He should have a funny hat too!  
Hon KIM CHANCE:  On behalf of the House, I pass on my congratulations and warm regards to Chris Hall, 
formerly of Reporting Services, who retired in September 2003 after serving in this place for 29 years.  I also 
express thanks for the tireless and professional advice of the staff of the Chamber and of the procedures office - 
Chris Hunt, Peter Gale, KJ Braat, Donna Artingstall and Val Di Guisto, the President’s Steward, Brian Conn, and 
my very special thanks to the Clerk’s executive assistant staff, Janine Robertson and Val Di Guisto.  Members are 
ably supported by the dedicated help of the executive officer committees, the advisory officers, committee clerks 
and support staff at the Legislative Council committee office.  I know that all members will want to join me in 
thanking them for their excellent assistance and advice on the many committee inquiries that have been conducted 
in this Parliament.  We sometimes put enormous demands on the capacity and goodwill of the people who work 
so hard to support our committees but, because those people are out of sight, members not involved in committee 
work get only one opportunity a year to recognise their very hard work.  I recognise that those people work very, 
very hard at times and they work hard all the time to try to provide the services to the Parliament that it needs. 
Very importantly, I extend my thanks to Teena Beale, Janice Shaw and Rebecca Howlett for their support of the 
ministers in this place, as well as the other parliamentary services staff who have so effortlessly performed the task 
of recording the debates in this House.  To Andrew Gardos and the catering staff, I extend my great thanks.  I 
thank Russell Bremner for his management of the Parliament.  To all his staff I extend my thanks for their support 
of this place and offer my best wishes for the festive season.  Finally, I thank Cathy and Marilyn on the switchboard 
for their patience, diligence and uncanny skill at working out where people are at any one time.  To the gardeners, 
Charlie and his team, I extend my thanks for making this place such a pleasure to come to in the mornings.  I never 
tire of enjoying the gardens.  Importantly, I thank Ken Craig and his security staff who, in the current climate, face 
their own challenges.  They have served this Parliament extremely well.  I wish all members and parliamentary 
staff a safe and rewarding Christmas and happy new year. 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [5.06 pm]:  I join the Leader of the 
House in extending my thanks and best wishes to a number of people.  When the Leader of the House told me it 
was the one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary of the establishment of the State of Western Australia it 
reminded me that I was here for the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary, which is a bit of a worry.  I am not sure 
that I will make it to the two hundredth anniversary!  I will keep working on that. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I think the Leader of the Opposition has already indicated to the House that he intends 
to be here for the two hundredth anniversary. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I am having second thoughts!  The sesquicentennial celebration was very enjoyable in 
Western Australia.  As mentioned, Hon Graham MacKinnon, who was a minister in this House, was the minister 
in charge of that.  I hope that next year sees similar celebrations to what happened in 1979. 
I thank Mr President for his ongoing impartiality in this Chamber.  I thank him particularly for the way in which 
he was able to twist the arm of the Treasurer to ensure the extension to this end of the House was achieved.  
Whoever the architect and builders were, they have done a very good job.  The decision to allow a small part of 
the extension to be made available to Legislative Council members was a masterstroke on the part of Mr President.  
It has come up very well indeed.  I think it provides a level of amenity that people who work in this Chamber are 
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entitled to; they have been entitled to it for a long time.  Whether there is enough money by way of recurrent 
expenditure for the Chamber is another argument for another day.  I congratulate Mr President on achieving the 
capital expenditure for this Chamber. 
Hon George Cash and his Deputy Chairmen of Committees have, as usual, done a superb job.  I noticed the 
difficulties they had in the past few days when there were 17 pages of amendments and they were trying to work 
their way through them.  I congratulate them all.  Hon Bruce Donaldson, our Whip, still keeps losing divisions by 
one vote.  I mentioned that last year; he is still doing it.  However, this week we had a few wins.  Maybe that will 
give him renewed vigour for next year!  I sincerely thank all my other colleagues on this side of the House for 
their efforts.  Next year, which is a pre-election year, the Opposition looks forward to being cooperative with the 
Government, but perhaps we will be a little more aggressive and more difficult at times than we have been in the 
past; that is the nature of the place.  I thank my colleagues most sincerely for the hard work they do, which is 
significant in every case.  We thank our colleague from the National Party, Hon Murray Criddle, for his friendship 
and support.  We look forward to continuing to work with the National Party next year.  I thank the Leader of the 
House for the comments he made today about my involvement in the sessional orders.  I regret to inform him that 
I have just lost half my support among my party!  He has ruined the reputation I had with some members on this 
side of the House.  I appreciate the comments the Leader of the House made.  I have a very significant attachment 
to this place, which happens when a member has been here for too long.  I want to make sure that it works as well 
as it can.  The sessional orders are a different way of doing business, but are better in many ways.  We should 
progress with them but bear in mind that they can be amended and varied from time to time to meet changing 
circumstances.  We did that this year and we can do it in the future.  There are a couple of areas about which I will 
talk to the Leader of the House that could be changed, but we will have to spend some time thinking about them.   

This year Hon Tom Stephens has had significantly more work to do.  He has taken over from Hon Nick Griffiths, 
who was the lead handler of legislation in the past.  It is good to see Hon Tom Stephens handling more legislation.  
I hope he gets his fifth Christmas gift on his Christmas wish list, which is a new tie.  Having seen the tie he is 
wearing today - and has been for the past 52 weeks - I hope he gets a new tie for Christmas.  I am happy to make 
a small contribution if that will help.  Obviously this year has been a great learning experience for the parliamentary 
secretaries.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich probably wishes she had more to do but that is the nature of the business.  We 
on this side of the House are not unhappy that she does not have that much to do.  The other parliamentary 
secretaries are learning a great deal about this place and are handling the legislation well when it is required.  I 
thank the Greens (WA), One Nation and Hon Paddy Embry for their contributions to the Chamber.  As I said last 
year, it is important in the context of the debates to hear a range of different points of view.  That did not happen 
before minor parties were elected into the Chamber.  It is refreshing to get different points of view from a wide 
range of perspectives on the issues we discuss.  That has improved the quality of the legislation that we pass.   

The Clerk of the House, Laurie Marquet, continues to provide excellent, impartial advice to all members.  I thank 
him most sincerely for the help he gives me and which he has done since his appointment.  He does an enormous 
amount of work and has great affection for the Chamber.  I thank him most sincerely for what he does for all of 
us.  Nigel Pratt, Mia Betjeman and Malcolm Peacock are very quickly learning the ropes.  In one of these centuries 
when Laurie leaves, one of them may take over from him.  They all provide good advice and help to all of us in 
the jobs we have to do.  I thank the Chamber staff, Chris Hunt, Peter Gale, KJ Braat, Brian Conn and Donna 
Artingstall for their very good humour and efficiency.  They make the Chamber work well and we all feel they are 
there to help us.  They provide excellent support when it is required.  Janeen Robertson, Val Di Gusto, Teena Beale 
and Janice Shaw, who work in the administrative part of the organisation, are very efficient and very competent, 
as usual.  They do their jobs superbly.  The committee staff are important and are becoming more important to this 
Chamber.  It is important that they are good individuals and that they have good qualifications and can work 
capably.  They have provided tremendous support to our committees, which are becoming a very significant part 
of the work of the Chamber.  I thank the Hansard staff, who do the impossible every day - they turn our rantings 
into speeches.  I thank the security staff for the work they do.  Obviously security is becoming increasingly 
important in this uncertain world.  The dining room staff do an excellent job, as they always have.  The only 
problem with the dining room in my view is that more customers are needed.  Some thought should be given to 
either reducing the price of the food or discouraging people from eating in other places.  We need to get more 
people back into the dining room, which, to me, is a very important element of the life of this Parliament.  The 
gardeners, as the Leader of the House said, do a terrific job.  Every morning I ask them why they will not go to 
my house and do something about my garden!  Cathy and Marilyn on the switchboard have both been here forever, 
and I suspect will remain here forever.  Their courteous and efficient way of doing their job is appreciated by all 
members.  I thank Tony and Enid, who work in the Leader of the Opposition’s office, for their loyalty and support.  
I particularly thank Tony for the many questions he generates, particularly on water and Mauds Landing.  He is a 
very dynamic young man and I thank him most sincerely for the work he does.   

I conclude by wishing everybody a very happy Christmas.  This is probably the last time that there will be a 
reasonable break before the next election.  I therefore suggest to members that they take good advantage of the 
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break and come back refreshed next year for what will be a very difficult and hard year, but one that will have 
great rewards at the end of it if we manage it properly.   

HON JIM SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]:  Like the Leader of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition, I wish everybody in this place a very merry Christmas and I hope a very good new year with lots of 
challenges.  As Hon Norman Moore has just said, an election year is coming up and we will all probably need a 
bit of luck; me more than others.  We have just had an extremely interesting year.  There have been some very 
unusual alliances at times, but with some very interesting outcomes.  Many times we saw a change in the 
combination of numbers in this place, which was overall a very good thing.  I also note, as Hon Norman Moore 
did, that we will be present for the celebration of the one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary of the House.  
Although the Labor Party is moving ahead with affirmative action, it is a good thing to see the Liberal Party starting 
to think about the change in demographics and looking after people who are getting into the older age group. 

Hon Peter Foss:  You had better swap parties then; you would be better looked after! 

Hon JIM SCOTT:  I also thank all the staff in the whole of the House.  They are a tremendous group of people 
who give all of us fantastic support.  This year for them must have been particularly difficult with the moving 
around due to the building program; however, that will make our life much easier in the future.  The library has 
moved in recent times and the moving of the House from one floor up back down to this Chamber affected all the 
people who work in this place.  All the staff have done a fantastic job to ensure that this place has continued to run 
smoothly.  I have no grumbles or complaints; the staff have always given us great assistance.  Without rambling 
on, I wish all members of the Labor Party, the Liberal Party, the National Party, One Nation, our Independent 
member and, of course, the “Clerks party” well in the new year.  I also thank the staff who assist us in this Chamber, 
because without them this place would not operate well.  On behalf of the Greens party, I wish everybody all the 
best in the new year and a very merry Christmas. 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.19 pm]:  On behalf of my colleague, I thank all members in the 
Chamber and extend to them our best wishes for a safe and joyous festive season.  In particular, I thank you, Mr 
President, for your admirable administration of the proceedings of this House.  I too thank Hon Kim Chance, 
Leader of the Government, Hon Norman Moore, Leader of the Opposition, Hon George Cash, Chairman of 
Committees, and the Clerk of the Parliament, Mr Laurie Marquet.  I also extend our thanks and appreciation to all 
the Parliament and Chamber staff for their excellent endeavours in assisting members of this Chamber throughout 
the year.  The staff of the Parliament, from the dining room to security, do an excellent job.  They certainly make 
this Parliament the wonderful institution that it is, and I thank them for their efforts.  May all members have a very 
enjoyable Christmas season with those near and dear to them.  We look forward to seeing all members again on 
Tuesday, 2 March 2004.  

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.20 pm]:  Mr President -  

The PRESIDENT:  Perhaps I should say private Embry. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  There is actually a private Embry in the Australian Army in Darwin, Mr President. 

I will, as usual, be brief.  I also wish everyone a happy - and, for those who are that way inclined, a holy - Christmas 
and a happy new year.  Christianity is an important part of our history.  It was, therefore, very pleasing to go to a 
school function the other night and see that displayed, and displayed in quite a humorous way as well.  I did not 
hear anyone else mention it until I heard it mentioned by Hon John Fischer, but I believe also that the most 
important room in this place is the dining room.  I would hate it if no-one other than Hon John Fischer were to 
thank the staff of the dining room.  The way my figure has changed in my short time in this place is ample evidence 
of the importance that I place on that room.  I also look toward to the long break, and, surprising as it may seem, 
to seeing all members again next year.   

THE PRESIDENT (Hon John Cowdell):  I wish to thank the leaders of the parties for those generous comments, 
and to endorse their comments about the members and staff.  I thank the Leader of the House for his contribution.  
He has sought to progress the business of the House in a consensus fashion.  He has always answered all questions 
of an agricultural nature to the fullest degree possible, although he has perhaps not shown the same enthusiasm for 
reform of the standing orders.  I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his contribution to the conduct of the 
House, particularly, as has just been mentioned, his contribution to the significant restructuring of our proceedings 
through the new sessional orders.  Most members would probably not be aware of the significant role that the 
Leader of the Opposition has played in structuring the members’ room adjoining this Chamber and advising on 
how it can be improved.   

Hon Norman Moore:  I have to tell you, Mr President, that a couple more bulletins are coming!   
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The PRESIDENT:  I wish to add my comments to those of other members in thanking Hon George Cash, whose 
contribution in chairing the Committee of the Whole, presiding over the House, chairing the estimates hearings 
and coordinating our standing committees, among many other things, has been significant and is much valued.  I 
also thank the Deputy Chairmen of Committees, Hon Jon Ford, Hon Adele Farina, Hon Kate Doust, Hon Barry 
House and Hon Simon O’Brien.  Without their participation, and the smooth operation of our roster in particular, 
this House would not perform as effectively as it does.  I also thank our Clerk, Laurie Marquet, whose dedication 
to this House is exemplary.  I think we all recognise the extraordinary lengths to which Laurie goes in drafting 
Bills, amendments to Bills and committee reports, and in providing advice and working all hours of the day and 
night, weekends included.  Laurie, we particularly thank you for all the work that you have put in to make this 
House the success that it is.  I also thank Laurie’s hardworking team - the Clerk Assistants, Malcolm, Mia and 
Nigel.  Of course, Malcolm has recently been practising his skills in serving orders on those who need orders to 
be served on them but, I understand, without the benefit of buckled shoes, a sword and pantaloons on this occasion!  
Standards have been slipping recently!  I thank Janeen and Val in the Clerk’s office.  I give my thanks to the 
Chamber staff, in particular Chris, Peter, Brian, Donna and KJ.   

Perhaps the jewel in the crown in our role as a House of Review must be seen in the work of our committees.  I 
pay tribute to our five committee chairs - Hons Jon Ford, Adele Farina, Barry House, Chrissy Sharp and Derrick 
Tomlinson - to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.  I thank all those members who also serve on the committees 
and put in many extra hours in committee work.  I thank all the committee staff.  They have really put themselves 
out this year, and the committee reports are as much their achievement as the members’.   

I need to say thanks also to the wider network of individuals who serve the Parliament as part of the Parliamentary 
Services Department.  I thank Russell Bremner and also Rob Hunter for his help as acting chief executive officer 
this year, and particularly in negotiating various enterprise bargaining agreements and Parliament House awards.  
However, perhaps I had better not speak too soon in that regard!  I thank all those in Hansard, who understand us 
so well and yet make us appear so good in print.  I thank Judy Ballantyne and all the staff in Library and Information 
Services who have done so much to assist members.  Members will be aware of the extra security work that has 
been put in by Ken Craig and his staff this year, and we thank them.  I also thank Teena and Janice from the Leader 
of the House’s office.  I give particular thanks to Vince Pacecca, Peter Pascoe and all those from Building Services 
who have done such a good job in keeping everything functioning while supervising both major and minor 
renovations this year.  I thank Enno Schijf for his efficient management of Catering Services and for those who 
look after us so well under Andrew’s direction in the Parliamentary Dining Room.  I particularly acknowledge 
Claude and his team in the kitchen.  Talking of the dining room, Marion must fast be approaching the 20-year 
recognition, which is so well deserved and which she has been looking forward to, our having instituted the 15-
year recognition only after she passed that goal.  I thank Michel Crouche in Finance, and the IT staff for their 
contributions this year.  I particularly thank Michel’s effort in the excellent preparation of cases, petitions and 
humble pleadings to Treasury.  Where would we be without Marilyn, Cathy and Rosalie from the telephone 
switchboard?  They deserve a medal!  We all appreciate the wonderful efforts of Charlie and the gardening staff 
in maintaining and now in developing our gardens.  I particularly thank those who keep my office functioning - 
Lorraine Coogan, Brian Conn and Steve Sceats.   

Next year marks the centenary of Parliament House.  The Presiding Officers have taken the initiative to ensure 
that this milestone is appropriately recognised.  During the course of the year, a number of centenary projects, 
including the northern extension, the restored library, the new native garden below the fountains, the Aboriginal 
people’s gallery, the new centenary room and even our transported billiards room, will be officially opened.  The 
occasion will see the launch of four new publications pertaining to Parliament and Parliament House, as well as 
our centenary stationery.  The highlights of the year will include a people’s open day, a joint sitting and centenary 
dinner, as well as Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, regional and Australasian Study of Parliament 
Group conferences.  In addition, Parliament will, for the first time, travel to Western Australia’s regions.  I believe 
that we have an opportunity next year, in marking the centenary of this building, to actively promote and enhance 
the reputation of our Parliament.  I hope that all members will take the opportunity to do so.   

I remind members that the traditional staff Christmas party in the courtyard will be held next Friday.  Members 
are invited to join us and to recognise the service of all our staff, but in particular those who will receive long 
service awards.   

I wish all members a happy Christmas and a great new year.  I invite members to join me now for refreshments, 
not, as tradition would have it, in the President’s corridor, but in our new members room in the northern extension.   

House adjourned at 5.30 pm 
__________ 
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